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her retirement as Chief Executive Officer of 
United Health Centers of San Joaquin Valley. 

Founded in 1971, United Health Centers 
(UHC) has become one of the largest and 
most important healthcare providers in the 
Central Valley. Rural communities like many of 
those found in the Valley are often overlooked 
when it comes to accessing health services. 
UHC plays a critical role in ensuring those in 
rural and underserved communities receive 
the healthcare they deserve. 

Mrs. Curtis has been with UHC for 20 years, 
beginning her career in 2002. In 2009, she be-
came the organization’s Chief Executive Offi-
cer (CEO) and helped to expand UHC’s pres-
ence in the Central Valley. Throughout her 14 
years as CEO, the organization continued to 
grow, expanding the number of centers to 28 
across the Valley. Today, UHC provides med-
ical services for over 165,000 patients through 
its over 1,000 employees, and last year com-
pleted nearly 1,000,000 patient visits. 

Mrs. Curtis has consistently demonstrated 
her professionalism, dedication, and com-
petency as an executive throughout her time 
leading UHC. She has been a constant source 
of stability and leadership, helping to guide the 
organization through unstable economic times 
and a global pandemic—all while continuing to 
expand and improve services for Central Val-
ley residents. Her colleagues have described 
Mrs. Curtis as a ‘‘powerhouse in the 
healthcare industry’’ and I could not agree 
more. 

I ask all of my colleagues in the United 
States House of Representatives to join me in 
congratulating Mrs. Colleen Curtis on her 20 
years of success at United Health Centers and 
wishing her a happy and well-earned retire-
ment. 
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HONORING SUPERVISOR DIANE 
DILLON 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 8, 2022 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to honor Napa County 
Supervisor Diane Dillon in honor of her retire-
ment and service to our community. 

Ms. Dillon was born and grew up in Napa, 
California and graduated from Napa High 
School in 1970. She received a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in Cultural Anthropology from the 
University of California, Santa Barbara in 
1975, a Master’s in Library and Information 
Science from the University of California, Los 
Angeles in 1977 and a law degree from the 
University of California, Davis in 1981. 

From 1981 to 2002, Ms. Dillon practiced law 
in Napa County, working as a partner with 
Coombs & Dunlap, LLP for eighteen years 
and specializing in estate planning, probate 
and trust administration. During this time, she 
also served as Deputy City Attorney for the 
City of Calistoga. In 2002, Ms. Dillon was 
elected to the Napa County Board of Super-
visors to represent the 3rd District. Four years 
later, she became the first female supervisor 
in the Board’s history to be re-elected. 

As a supervisor, Ms. Dillon has worked tire-
lessly to promote conservation, support Napa 
County’s agricultural community and limit the 
impact of wildfires. She helped establish the 

first countywide fire hazard abatement ordi-
nance in California and increased interest in 
the Napa County Firewise Foundation. Ms. 
Dillon also successfully advocated for $1 bil-
lion in funding for wildfire prevention and man-
agement from the state legislature. In 2018, 
Ms. Dillon helped form the ‘‘Joint Local Gov-
ernments,’’ a movement led by Napa, Sonoma 
and Mendocino Counties as well as the City of 
Santa Rosa to provide formal legal represen-
tation at the California Public Utilities Commis-
sion in response to PG&E action. In the face 
of unprecedented challenges including the 
2015 Napa Earthquake, 2017 Northern Cali-
fornia wildfires, 2020 LNU Lightning Complex 
fires and COVID–19 Pandemic, Ms. Dillon re-
mained resolute in her commitment to help 
Napa County rebuild and recover. 

Ms. Dillon has served on numerous boards 
and committees including the Rural County 
Representatives of California, the Association 
of Bay Area Governments and the North Bay/ 
North Coast Broadband Consortium. She is a 
member of the California Library Association, 
Rotary Club of St. Helena, Napa County His-
torical Society and a founder of California 
Women Lawyers, the largest association of 
women lawyers in the United States. Ms. Dil-
lon is the proud wife of Bill Moseley and moth-
er of Jake and Nick. 

Madam Speaker, Supervisor Dillon is deeply 
appreciated for her decades of selfless service 
and commitment to the people of Napa Coun-
ty. Her efforts have made our county a safer 
and more enjoyable place to live. Therefore, it 
is fitting and proper that we honor her here 
today. 
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HONORING DR. KELLI WARD, 
CHAIRWOMAN OF THE REPUB-
LICAN PARTY OF ARIZONA 

HON. PAUL A. GOSAR 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 8, 2022 

Mr. GOSAR. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor a fellow doctor and the great chair-
woman of the Republican Party of Arizona, Dr. 
Kelli Ward. 

Kelli and I share a similar story. We got into 
medicine in order to help others lead healthier 
lives. The last thing on our minds was serving 
in politics. Around the same time—after seeing 
the disastrous fall into socialism after Presi-
dent Obama’s first election, we both felt the 
call to defend and serve the people of the 
greatest country on Earth. 

After a successful stint in the Arizona Sen-
ate and a near historic upset of Senator John 
McCain in the 2016 Republican Senate pri-
mary, Kelli set her sights on the chairmanship 
of the Arizona Republican party, winning in 
2019 and earning reelection in 2021. 

Kelli’s tenure as chairwoman has been noth-
ing short of spectacular. She led the charge in 
defiance of unconstitutional and abusive 
COVID–19 lockdowns and vaccine mandates. 
She was also one of the few activists willing 
to highlight and condemn the many instances 
of clear and significant voter fraud perpetrated 
in the 2020 elections. She even wrote a best-
selling book about it. She also played an in-
strumental role in ensuring a successful audit 
of Maricopa County’s disastrous election man-
agement. 

Kelli created enthusiasm with our grass 
roots. She was relentless in her efforts to grow 
the party and register voters. She kept her 
politics conservative, but she gave her time 
liberally. She attended meetings across the 
state and kept a schedule few could match. 
She was tireless in her focus and getting the 
job done. Without her, many elections would 
have been lost and through her efforts she 
was able to stem otherwise insurmountable 
odds against candidates. In short, against dif-
ficult circumstances, she never gave up and 
helped many successful candidates. 

Her work was noticed from the local chap-
ters up to the White House. President Trump 
has Kelli on speed dial and seeks her counsel 
regularly. 

I consider Kelli, and her husband Mike, 
friends. I hired their daughter Katie to work in 
my office. Like her parents, she was a joy to 
have. Lake Havasu and Arizona are blessed 
to have the talent and dedication of Kelli and 
Mike. 

Like so many Americans—whether they be 
Steve Bannon, Michael Flynn, Mike Lindell, 
Mark Meadows, peaceful pro-life and election 
protestors, parents disgusted by sexual indoc-
trination, or even the former President, Kelli is 
facing persecution for her political beliefs 
through a Soviet-style weaponization of the 
federal justice system. It is wrong. It must end. 
But it will not tarnish the stellar reputation and 
career of Kelli Ward. My message is one that 
is unnecessary for a warrior like Kelli but I will 
say it anyway. Keep fighting. Her country 
needs her. 

And thank you for all your work and sac-
rifice. 
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HONORING SENIOR AIRMAN ALEX-
IS SANCHEZ UPON RECEIVING 
THE DISTINGUISHED FLYING 
CROSS 

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 8, 2022 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor and commend Senior Airman 
Alexis Sanchez of the 60th Air Mobility Wing 
upon receiving the Distinguished Flying Cross 
for her service, dedication, and sacrifice during 
Operation Allies Refuge. She exemplifies the 
best of America, and her tireless efforts guar-
antee the safety of all those who call America 
home. 

Last year, the servicemembers of the 60th 
Air Mobility Wing met a challenge of colossal 
scale when they played a pivotal role in com-
pleting the drawdown of forces from Afghani-
stan. This command was critical in the largest 
noncombatant evacuation operation in known 
history, Operation Allies Refuge, ultimately 
saving over 124,000 lives. The 60th Air Mobil-
ity Wing directly supported the evacuation of 
nearly 13,000 Afghans while simultaneously 
managing the security and operations at 
Hamid Karzai International Airport. I have lis-
tened to countless stories from this group of 
brave men and women that exemplify the 
character, leadership, and bravery that is cul-
tivated at Travis Air Force Base. 

Service records only scratch the surface of 
the courageous actions performed by the 60th 
Air Mobility Wing. They put their hearts and 
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lives on the line to save so many. These val-
iant servicemembers like Senior Airman Alexis 
Sanchez epitomize the values of courage and 
patriotism. 

On behalf of a grateful country and all the 
constituents of California’s Third Congres-
sional District, I would like to congratulate 
Senior Airman Alexis Sanchez of the 60th Air 
Mobility Wing for receiving the Distinguished 
Flying Cross and extend my sincere gratitude 
for her sacrifice and contributions to the de-
fense of this great country. 
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HONORING STEVE LEONARD 

HON. GREG PENCE 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 8, 2022 

Mr. PENCE. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life and memory of a great commu-
nity leader and a dear friend to so many of us 
here in Indiana’s Sixth Congressional District, 
Steve Leonard. 

A native of Greenfield, Steve has been an 
active member of our community and his lead-
ership will be forever missed. Steve retired 
from a nearly 40-year career at Eli Lilly a few 
years ago, and, until his passing, served as 
the Center Township Trustee and Chairman of 
the Hancock County Republican Party. 

Anyone who had the pleasure of knowing 
Steve could tell of a friendship with a truly 
honorable, decent man whose kindness and 
generosity will not soon be forgotten. Even 
throughout his health battle, Steve never failed 
to put others first and remained a dependable 
leader who fulfilled his responsibilities with dig-
nity and grace. 

Steve’s example will serve as a blessing to 
his family and continue to inspire those of us 
who had the honor of calling him a friend. Our 
prayers continue to be with Steve’s family; his 
wife, Janet; sons, Steven and Bryan; and 
daughter, Kimberly. 

It is my pleasure to honor my friend, Steve 
Leonard. 
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CONGRATULATING BARBARA 
MORRIS-LENT 

HON. RICK W. ALLEN 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 8, 2022 

Mr. ALLEN. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Barbara Morris-Lent. 

Barbara’s late husband, Norman F. Lent, 
served as a member of this body from 1971 
to 1993. Barbara is a past President of the 
Republican Congressional Spouse Club and 
has served faithfully as Secretary-Treasurer 
for over 30 years. 

Barbara worked for Verizon until her recent 
retirement and has served on the board of the 
Congressional Institute for many years. Bar-
bara has also played a major role in the Auxil-
iary of the Former Members Association on 
behalf of the Republican Congressional 
Spouse Club, for which we are very grateful. 

I thank Barbara for all her hard work and 
dedication to the Club. Her many years of 
service will fondly remembered by all who 
have had the pleasure of working alongside 
her to help make this institution all it can be. 

RECOGNIZING BEXAR COUNTY 
JUDGE NELSON W. WOLFF 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 8, 2022 

Mr. CUELLAR. Madam Speaker, today I rise 
to recognize Bexar County Judge Nelson W. 
Wolff and his more than half a century of serv-
ice to the City of San Antonio and Bexar 
County. Judge Wolff will step down from his 
position at the end of this year. I would like to 
congratulate him on a highly distinguished ca-
reer and wish him the very best in the next 
chapter of his life. 

Judge Wolff was first elected to public office 
in 1971 when he won a seat in the Texas 
House of Representatives. He would then be 
elected to the Texas Senate and the San An-
tonio City Council before serving as Mayor of 
San Antonio from 1991 to 1995. He was ap-
pointed Bexar County Judge in 2001, a posi-
tion he would be elected to five times. 

Throughout his decades in public service, 
Judge Wolff has spearheaded efforts to 
strengthen economic and workforce develop-
ment, improve public services, invest in public 
education, and build out critical infrastructure. 
He helped found our nation’s first all-digital 
public library, established a $1 million fund to 
spur growth in the local tech sector, and 
paved the way for the San Antonio Missions to 
receive a UNESCO designation. 

As Bexar County Judge, Judge Wolff has 
been a tireless advocate for public safety. He 
has paired strong investments in law enforce-
ment with commonsense criminal justice re-
forms aimed at helping those with mental 
health and drug dependency issues. 

On behalf of the 28th District of Texas, I 
would like to congratulate Judge Wolff once 
again on a well-deserved retirement and thank 
him for his decades of service. It is an honor 
to call him not only a colleague, but a friend. 
I wish Judge Wolff, his wife Tracy, and his six 
children all the best in the next chapter of his 
life. 
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HONORING SENIOR AIRMAN KIM-
BERLY HEISER UPON RECEIVING 
THE DISTINGUISHED FLYING 
CROSS 

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 8, 2022 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor and commend Senior Airman 
Kimberly Heiser of the 60th Air Mobility Wing 
upon receiving the Distinguished Flying Cross 
for her service. dedication, and sacrifice during 
Operation Allies Refuge. She exemplifies the 
best of America, and her tireless efforts guar-
antee the safety of all those who call America 
home. 

Last year, the servicemembers of the 60th 
Air Mobility Wing met a challenge of colossal 
scale when they played a pivotal role in com-
pleting the drawdown of forces from Afghani-
stan. This command was critical in the largest 
noncombatant evacuation operation in known 
history, Operation Allies Refuge, ultimately 
saving over 124,000 lives. The 60th Air Mobil-

ity Wing directly supported the evacuation of 
nearly 13,000 Afghans while simultaneously 
managing the security and operations at 
Hamid Karzai International Airport. I have lis-
tened to countless stories from this group of 
brave men and women that exemplify the 
character, leadership, and bravery that is cul-
tivated at Travis Air Force Base. 

Service records only scratch the surface of 
the courageous actions performed by the 60th 
Air Mobility Wing. They put their hearts and 
lives on the line to save so many. These val-
iant servicemembers like Senior Airman Kim-
berly Heiser epitomize the values of courage 
and patriotism. 

On behalf of a grateful country and all the 
constituents of California’s Third Congres-
sional District, I would like to congratulate 
Senior Airman Kimberly Heiser of the 60th Air 
Mobility Wing for receiving the Distinguished 
Flying Cross and extend my sincere gratitude 
for her sacrifice and contributions to the de-
fense of this great country. 
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HONORING JUDGE RICHARD BALL 
UPON HIS RETIREMENT FROM 
THE BENCH 

HON. ELISSA SLOTKIN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 8, 2022 

Ms. SLOTKIN. Madam Speaker, it is with 
the utmost appreciation for his distinguished 
career and life of service that I rise today to 
honor Judge Richard Ball of East Lansing. 
After three decades on the bench and nearly 
20 years of service in the Michigan National 
Guard, I extend my congratulations to Judge 
Ball on his retirement and express my deep 
gratitude to him for his tireless efforts to pre-
serve and promote justice and equality in 
Michigan, particularly in the veteran commu-
nity. 

Judge Ball, a proud graduate of Michigan 
State University and Thomas Cooley Law 
School, began dedicating himself to the public 
good shortly after completing his under-
graduate degree in 1972, when he joined the 
Michigan National Guard. During his 19 years 
with the Guard, he completed law school and 
began working in private practice, and also 
rose to the rank of Major, serving as a Staff 
Judge Advocate General. In 1993, Judge Ball 
was elected to the East Lansing 54B Circuit 
Court, where he has served for nearly 30 
years. 

As a veteran himself, Judge Ball was quick 
to recognize that military life has many lasting 
effects on those who serve, and in 2013 he 
began serving as the presiding judge for the 
Ingham County Veterans Treatment Court. 
This model speciality court is a program that 
promotes sobriety, recovery, and stability for 
veterans by coordinating treatment and com-
bining it with accountability based on the vet-
eran’s specific needs. During his time on the 
bench, this program has provided direct serv-
ices for nearly 250 local veterans, indirect 
services for dozens more, and sports a re-
markable graduation rate of 82 percent. 

In his nearly 50 years of public and commu-
nity service, Judge Ball has been a beacon of 
light for so many in the veteran community. 
His unshakable belief in the principles of fair-
ness, justice, and compassion have served as 
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